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PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE STATE PLAN 
 
 
The State Mental Health Oversight has had an opportunity to review the FY 2006 – 2007 
Block Grant application.  The Council participated in a work session on the preparation 
of the block grant application. 
 
The draft block grant application was distributed to other key stakeholders to provide 
comments on the application.  The block grant application was distributed to all the Local 
Advisory Committees (LAC), Service Area Authorities (SAA) and the Kids Management 
Authorities (KMA).  In addition, the application was made available through the 
Department’s web. 
 



Children's Mental Health Services Set-Aside

               

Children               

 FY92 FY94 FY95 FY96 FY97 FY98 FY99 FY00 FY01 FY02 FY03 FY04 FY05 FY06 

Funding Source Baseline Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual  Actual  Actual  Actual Projected

               

State Funds               

               

General Fund    1,058,251    1,275,000    1,275,000    1,275,000    1,275,000    1,275,000    1,275,000    1,275,000    1,275,000    1,275,000    1,275,000    1,275,000    1,275,000  
       
1,275,000  

Medicaid GF 
Match                -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                        -  

State Medical                 -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                        -  

10% FFY93,94 BG      204,615                -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                       -  

               

Total State Funds 1,262,866 1,275,000 1,275,000 1,275,000 1,275,000 1,275,000 1,275,000 1,275,000 1,275,000 1,275,000 1,275,000 1,275,000 1,275,000 1,275,000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

FY95 FY96 FY97 FY98 FY99 FY00 FY01 FY02 FY03 FY04 FY05 FY06 

Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual Projected Budgeted

            

            

            

5,728,574 5,971,000 8,188,931 5,320,889 8,007,191 13,060,861 11,660,507 9,639,196 7,754,331          6,473,097            5,557,485              7,145,526  

2,933,096 2,933,100 7,929,633 14,409,375 14,431,129 12,292,411 13,917,074 14,615,563 14,438,355        14,083,325           18,199,782             19,108,911  

   3,195,433 3,735,352 4,439,444 5,379,421 6,467,616 7,123,418          7,982,350           10,266,737             11,312,308  

                 -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     -                        -                          -                            -    

367,105 365,971 470,165 551,550 1,661,176 1,463,615 1,844,629 2,012,636 1,532,820          1,466,109           1,836,139             1,721,552 

            

9,028,775 9,270,071 16,588,729 23,477,247 27,834,848 31,256,331 32,801,631 32,735,012 30,848,924        30,004,881           35,860,143             39,288,297  

            

            

            

 9,236,499 9,149,423 12,929,400 20,032,988 25,656,047 29,545,589 32,028,981 32,768,322  N/A   N/A   N/A  

 100.36% 181.31% 181.58% 138.95% 121.83% 111.02% 102.20% 94.14%    

                   32,768,322             32,768,322  

            



 
By-Laws 

of 
Mental Health Oversight Advisory Council 

 
 

Article I: Name 
     The name of the organization is: Mental Health Oversight Advisory Council. 
(hereinafter referred to as the Council) 
  
Article II: Purpose 
     1. MCA 53-21-701 (6) states the Council is "to provide input to the Department of 
Public Health and Human Services (hereinafter referred to as the Department) in the 
development and management of any public mental health system." 
    2. Federal laws require states to perform mental health planning in order to receive 
Federal mental health grant funds.  
    3. Mission:  Partners in planning for a recovery-based mental health system throughout 
Montana.  

 
Article III: Membership 
     1. Composition 

a. A majority of members shall be consumers of mental health services, including 
persons with serious mental illnesses who are receiving public mental health 
services, other recipients of mental health services, former recipients of public 
mental health services, and immediate family members of persons receiving 
mental health services.  

b. State agencies represented shall include Department/Medicaid Social Services, 
Addictive and Mental Disorder Division, Health Resources Division, Education, 
Criminal Justice/Corrections, Housing and Vocational Rehabilitation.  The 
Council shall also include advocates for consumers, members of the public at 
large, providers of mental health services, at least one legislator, at least one 
representative of Native American (American Indian) tribes, and one 
representative of the Montana Association of Counties (MACo).   

c. Except for state agency representatives, a reasonable balanced geographic 
representation is required. 

 2. Terms 
        Appointments and reappointments, other than representatives of state agencies and 
MACo, shall be made for a term of four (4) years. Representative of state agencies will 
serve at the discretion of respective agencies. Appointments for vacancies shall be for the 
remainder of that term. Members may apply for reappointment. 
 
 3.  Termination 
        a. Members may resign by giving written notice to the Council. 
        b. Membership may be terminated at the discretion of the Director of the 
Department after    two (2) successive absences from meetings without reasonable cause.  
        c. Membership may be terminated at the discretion of the Director of the Department 
because of unethical or illegal actions of the member. 



  
Article IV: Officers 
     1. Officers of the Council shall be the Chair and the Vice-Chair. The ex-officio 
Secretary will be supplied by the Department. 
     2. Duties 

a. Responsibilities of the Chair include determining that proper notice with the 
proposed agenda is given of scheduled meetings, scheduling Executive 
Committee and Special meeting times, presiding over regular, special and 
Executive Committee meetings, and signing all letters and papers from the 
Council, including the block grant. The Chair shall arrange for appointment of 
standing and special committees other than Executive Committee. 

b. The Vice-Chair will assist the Chair and will assume the responsibilities of the 
Chair in the absence of that person.  If the position of Chair becomes vacant the 
Vice-Chair will assume all duties of the Chair.  

c. The Secretary will record minutes of the regular, special and Executive 
Committee meetings and will maintain records of all proceedings. The secretary 
will be responsible for notices being provided for all meetings as requested by 
the Chair.  The secretary, on behalf of the council, will provide copies of 
summaries and recommendations as provided in MCA 53-21-702.   

     3. Terms 
        Offices of Chair and Vice-Chair terms are for two (2) years. Officers may be re-
elected for one additional term. Election of officers will be bi-annually at the summer 
meeting. In the event of vacancy of the Vice-Chair office, election of a replacement for 
the remainder of that term will occur at the next meeting of the Council.  An office will 
be considered vacant if the member’s term ends prior to office termination date.   
  
Article V: Committees 
     1. Standing committees will be the Executive Committee, the Development 
Committee, the Advocacy Committee and the Block Grant Committee.  
     Duties 

a. The Executive Committee will consist of the Chair, the Vice-Chair, and chairs of 
the Standing Committees. Chairs of Special Committees may participate in 
meetings of the Executive Committee when appropriate business is involved. 
The Executive Committee is responsible to conduct any business that is 
necessary between meetings of the full Council and will report such business at 
the next meeting of the Council. The Executive Committee will develop the 
proposed agenda for the regular and special meetings. 

b. The Development Committee will be the Nominating Committee for election of 
officers. This committee will maintain awareness of attendance at meetings and 
note vacancies on the Council with responsibility to seek potential replacements 
for that same position. Applications for membership will be accepted, evaluated 
and presented to the Director of the Department. The committee will draft any 
proposed amendments to the By-Laws for presentation to the Council. The 
committee is responsible for orientation of new members. The committee will 
evaluate and make recommendations to the Council regarding the budget.  

c. The Advocacy Committee will prepare recommendations for legislative action as 
determined and approved by the Council. Committee members will assist the 



Department in presentations to the Administration and to candidates and 
legislators, including testifying before legislative committees.  The Committee 
will work with Kids Management Authorities, Service Area Authorities, Local 
Area Councils and other mental health organizations to promote the Mission. 

d. The Block Grant Committee will work with the appropriate Department 
personnel on an on going basis to draft, revise and evaluate block grants. 

     2. Special committees will be appointed by the Chair to work on particular issues as 
determined by the Council. 
  
Article VI: Meetings 
     1. Regular scheduled meetings 
        There shall be regular meetings on a schedule determined by the Council. Notice of 
date, time and location with the proposed agenda will be delivered to members at least 
two weeks prior to each meeting.  
     2. Special meetings may be called by the Chair after consultation with the Executive 
Committee. Notice of date, time and location with the stated purpose of the meeting will 
be delivered to members at least one week prior to the meeting. 
     3. Quorum 
        50% of the membership will determine a quorum for a meeting to conduct business 
requiring a decision.  
     4. Rules of order 
        a. The proposed agenda will be presented at the beginning of each meeting. 
        b. Decisions will be attempted by consensus. If consensus is not reached, Roberts 
Rules of  Order, Revised will apply to the conduct of the matter. There will be no votes 
by proxy. 
        c. Minutes shall be kept of all proceedings. 
        d. All meetings shall be open to the public. 
  
Article VII: Amendments 
     These By-Laws may be amended, revised or repealed by the affirmative vote of 2/3 of 
the Council members present at any meeting of the Council with a quorum present, 
provided written notice embodying the text of the proposed amendment, revision or 
repeal is made available to each member of the Council at least seven days prior to the 
meeting. 
  
Certification: The undersigned Chair and Secretary of the Council certifies that the above 
and foregoing By-Laws were duly adopted this date by the members of this Mental 
Health Oversight Advisory Council and they now constitute the By-Laws of the Mental 
Health Oversight Advisory Council. 
Date______________                    Chair____________________________   
Secretary__________________________ 
  



Mental Health Oversight Advisory Council 
Member Directory September, 2005 

 
Diana Auerhammer 
836 Holt Drive, Suite 321  
Bigfork, MT 59911  

Ph 1:   
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:    
Email2: 

Representing:  Western KMA Term Expires:  June 30, 2006 
 
Valerie Barstad  
31 Firth Place  
Glasgow, MT 59230 

Ph 1:   
Ph 2:   
FAX: 
Email:  
Email2: 

Representing:  Eastern KMA Term Expires:  June 30, 2006 
 
 

Leroy Bingham  
735 Cross Street 
Billings, MT 59105 

Ph 1:   
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:   
Email2: 

Representing:  Native Americans  Term Expires:   June 30, 2008 
 
John Chappuis, Dep Director 
Dept of Public Health & Human Svcs 
111 N Sanders  
Helena, MT 59604 

Ph 1:   (406) 444-4084 
Ph 2: 
FAX:    (406) 444-1970   
Email:  jchappuis@mt.gov 
Email2: 

Representing:  DPHHS Term Expires:   N/A 
 
Joan Daly 
Deaconess Billings Clinic  
PO Box 37000 
Billings, MT 59107-7000 

Ph 1:  (406) 657-3997 
Ph 2:   
FAX: 
Email:   jdaly@billingsclinic.org 
Email2: 

Representing:  MH Providers  Term Expires:  June 30, 2008 
 
Joyce De Cunzo , Administrator  
Addictive & Mental Disorders Division  
555 Fuller Ave  
PO Box 202905  
Helena, MT 59620-2905 

Ph 1:  (406) 444-3969 
Ph 2: 
FAX:   (406) 444-9389 
Email:  
Email2:  jdecunzo@mt.gov  

Representing:  AMDD Term Expires:  N/A 
 



Leslie Edgcomb, Program Officer 
Dept of Commerce – Home Program  
301 South Park  

 
Jim FitzGerald, Executive Director 
Intermountain Children’s Home  
500 S. Lamborn  
Helena, MT 59601 

Ph 1:  (406) 457-4794 (work) 
Ph 2:   
FAX: 
Email: jimf@intermountain.org 
Email2: 

Representing:  MH Provider, Children Term Expires:  June 30, 2009  
 
Don Harr 
3010 Wendimere Lane  
Billings, MT 59102  

Ph 1:   
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:    
Email2: 

Representing:  MH Providers  Term Expires:  June 30, 2007 
 
Barbara Hogg 
1840 Poly Drive  
Billings, MT 59102-1731 

Ph 1:   
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:  bhogg@imt.net 
Email2: 

Representing: Families of Youth 
Consumers 

Term Expires:  June 30, 2007 

 
Liam Holton 
403 N. Taylor Ave  
Glendive, MT 59330 

Ph 1:   
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:   
Email2: 

Representing:  Eastern SAA Term Expires:  June 30, 2008  
 
Suzanne Hopkins  
311 McKinley #202 
Lewistown, MT 59457 

Ph 1:   
Ph 2:   
FAX: 
Email:    
Email2: 

Representing:  Consumers  Term Expires:  June 30, 2007  
 

PO Box 200528 
Helena, MT 59620-0528 

Ph 1:  (406) 841-2817 
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:   ledgcomb@mt.gov 
Email2: 

Representing:  Housing Programs Term Expires:  N/A 



 
Bob Jahner  
Disability Services Division,  
Vocational Rehabilitation 
111 N Sanders, Room 307 
Helena, MT 59601 

Ph 1:  (406) 444-4179 
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:  rjahner@mt.gov 
Email2: 

Representing:  DSD/VR Term Expires:  N/A 
 
Bill Kennedy 
Yellowstone County Commissioner  
PO Box 35000  
Billings, MT 59107-5000 

Ph 1:  (406) 256-2701 
Ph 2: 
FAX:   (406) 256-2777 
Email:  bkennedy@co.yellowstone.mt.us 
Email2: 

Representing: Local Government Term Expires:  June 30, 2006  
 
Pam Koepplin  
11411 Kona Ranch Road  
Missoula, MT 59804 

Ph 1:   
Ph 2:   
FAX: 
Email:   
Email2: 

Representing: Family of Youth 
Consumers 

Term Expires:  June 30, 2009  

 
Kathleen Nelson  
23 5th St NW  
PO Box 332 
Choteau, MT 59422-0332 

Ph 1:   
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:   
Email2: 

Representing:  Central SAA Term Expires:  June 30, 2008  
 
Gerald Pease 
PO Box 556  
Lodge Grass, MT 59050-0556 

Ph 1:   
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:  
Email2: 

Representing:  Family Members  Term Expires:  June 30, 2008  
 
Tom Peluso 
745 Mary Road  
Bozeman, MT 59718 

Ph 1:   
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:   
Email2: 

Representing:  Families of Consumers Term Expires:  June 30, 2008  
 
 
 



Tiffani Pimley  
2889 N 27th Ave # 2  
Bozeman, MT 59718  

Ph 1:   
Ph 2:   
FAX: 
Email:   
Email2: 

Representing:  Central KMA Term Expires:  June 30, 2006 

Frank Podobnik  
Office of Public Instruction  
1300 11th Ave  
Helena, MT 59601  

Ph 1:  (406) 444-0923 
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:  fpodobnik@mt.gov 
Email2: 

 
Representing: Education  

 
Gary Popiel  
169 McGee Drive  
Bozeman, MT 59715 

Ph 1:   
Ph 2:   
FAX: 
Email:   
Email2: 

Representing:  Family of consumer Term Expires:  June 30, 2009  
 
Boyd Roth  
PO Box 1254  
Kalispell, MT 59901 

Ph 1:   
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:    
Email2: 

Representing:  Western SAA Term Expires:  June 30,2008 
 
Drew Schoening  
Dept of Corrections  
Montana State Prison  
500 Conley Lake Road  
Deer Lodge. MT 59722 

Ph 1:  (406) 846-1320 
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:  dschoening@mt.gov 
Email2: 
Term Expires:  June, 2006 Representing: Dept of Corrections  

 
Peg Shea  
1325 Wyoming  
Missoula, MT 59801  

Ph 1:  (406) 532-0817 
Ph 2:  (406) 532-9800 
FAX: 
Email:  pshea@wmmhc.org 
Email2: 

Representing:  CD Providers  Term Expires:  June 30, 2007  
 

Term Expires:  N/A 



 
Jo Shipman  
406 Kattle Kompany Lane  
Lewistown, MT 59457  

Ph 1:   
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:  
Email2: 

Representing:  Consumers  Term Expires: June 30, 2008  
 
Jacob Wagner  
76805 Gallatin Rd  
Bozeman, MT 59718  

Ph 1:  
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:  
Email2: 

Representing: Primary Consumers  Term Expires: June 30, 2007  
 
Karen Ward 
514 Westview Drive  
Missoula, MT 59803 

Ph 1:   
Ph 2:   
FAX: 
Email:    
Email2: 

Representing:  Family of consumers  Term Expires:  June 30, 2009  
 
Mignon Waterman  
530 Hazelgreen Ct  
Helena, MT 59601  

Ph 1:   (406) 442-8648 
Ph 2:   
FAX: 
Email:   mrwaterman1@juno.com  
Email2: 

Representing:  Mental Health Advocates Term Expires:   June 30, 2007  
 
Dan Weinberg  
575 Delrey Road  
Whitefish, MT 59937  

Ph 1:   
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:    
Email2: 

Representing:  Legislature  Term Expires:   June 30, 2006 
 
Vacant ,  Administrator  
Health Resources Division  
1400 Broadway, Cogswell Blg Rm 
A203 
Helena, MT 59601  

Ph 1: 
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:  
Email2: 

Representing:  Health Resources Division Term Expires:   N/A 
   



STAFF MEMBERS  
 
Lou Thompson, Chief  
Mental Health Bureau  
Addictive & Mental Disorders Division 
PO Box 202905  
Helena, MT 59620-2905 

Ph 1:   (406) 444-9657 
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:  lothompson@mt.gov  
Email2: 

Representing: Term Expires:  
 
 
Marcia Armstrong  
Addictive & Mental Disorders Division  
PO Box 202905  
Helena, MT 59620-2905  

Ph 1:    (406) 444-2878 
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:   marmstrong@mt.gov  
Email2: 

Representing: Term Expires:  
 
Carol Davidson  
Addictive & Mental Disorders Division  
PO Box 202905  
Helena, MT 59620-2905  

Ph 1:    (406) 444-7209 
Ph 2: 
FAX: 
Email:   cdavidson@mt.gov 
Email2: 

Representing: Term Expires:  
 



Planning Council Composition by Type of Member 
 

Type of Membership Number Percentage 
of Total 

Membership
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP 30 
Consumers 7 
Family Members of youth 2 
Family Members of Adults with SDMI 4 
Vacancies (Consumers and Family Members) 0 
Others (not state employees or providers) 6 

 

TOTAL consumers, family members and 
others 

19 63% 

State Employees 6 
Providers 4 
Vacancies 1 

 

TOTAL state employees and providers 11 37% 

  



MMEENNTTAALL  HHEEAALLTTHH  OOVVEERRSSIIGGHHTT  
AADDVVIISSOORRYY  
CCOOUUNNCCIILL 

MISSION: PARTNERS IN PLANNING FOR A RECOVERY-BASED MENTAL HEALTH SYSTEM 
THROUGHOUT MONTANA 
 
Mignon Waterman,        Barbara Hogg 
Chair          Vice-Chair 
PO Box 202905 
Helena, MT 59620-2905 
 
 
August 26, 2005 
 
Ms. Lou Ellen Rice 
Grants Management Officer 
SAMHSA-OPS 
1 Choke Cherry 
Room 7-1103 
Rockville, MD  20850 
 
RE: Montana’s Community Mental Health Block Grant FY 2006-2007 
 
Dear Ms. Rice: 
 
The motto for Governor Schweitzer’s administration is “It’s a New Day in Montana” and 
for public mental health consumers and their families we believe it is truly a new day 
filled with optimism and opportunity.   

 
Until recently the Mental Health Oversight Advisory Council (MHOAC) languished with 
numerous vacancies and a lack of direction and purpose.  Historically, the MHOAC has 
been a reactive group that listened to reports and made comments.  The newly expanded 
council brings Montanans with outstanding qualifications together and they have set an 
ambitious agenda for the coming year.  The council is eager to address the challenges of 
creating a mental health system that meets the needs of consumers and their families by 
delivering appropriate and timely services in or near their community. 
   
Last spring the council participated in technical training and agreed to focus on three 
areas of need for the coming year:   
 

(A) The establishment of local crisis services to better meet the needs of 
individuals with mental illness and to reduce reliance of the state mental hospital at 
Warm Springs, 

(B) The development of a bridge program to facilitates the smooth transition of 
inmates who suffer from a mental illness from the corrections system to community 
treatment programs. 



 



Page 2        August 26,2005 
SAMHSA-OPS 
 

(C) The expansion of peer support and consumer run programs in Montana. 
 
As we worked with the staff of the Addictive and Mental Disorders Division (AMDD) 
and the Health Resources Division (HRD) to write the Block Grant, we reviewed the data 
and established ambitious targets that we believe we can achieve.  We recognize that 
employment and housing are integral parts of our mental health system.  The council 
finally has a representative of Vocational Rehabilitation on the council and he will help 
us expand employment opportunities.    We continue to be concerned that we do not 
serve all of the individuals in need of mental health services and that Montana’s 
eligibility regulations leave gaps in the availability of mental health coverage. 
 
We have reviewed the block grant application and we realize that the funds will be used 
to fund the Mental Health Service Plan and that none of the funds will be used for the 
Children’s system. Since initiating the Children’s System of Care with the local Kids 
Management Authorities, we have seen a dramatic reduction in the number of youth who 
are placed out of state in residential treatment.  Because of the involvement of parents 
and families in planning the wrap around services, we are optimistic that families will 
build a resiliency and support network that will allow for better outcomes.   
 

Although we face many challenges, we are fortunate to have the support of your staff, the 
budget office and the legislature.  Together we know we can create a better mental health 
system.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
Mignon Waterman 
Chair 
 

CC: Governor Schweitzer 
  Mental Health Oversight Advisory Council Members 
  Lois Steinbeck, Legislative Analyst 
  Susan Fox, Legislative Analyst 
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